Health, communication, and aging: cancer and older adults.
The diagnosis of cancer is devastating to the patient as well as to the formal and informal relationship support networks of the individual who must now cope with the disease. This article highlights the significant interpersonal communication and relationship issues that affect the overall quality of life for an older individual who has been diagnosed with cancer. Scholars who study the interpersonal behavior of older adults and those who study the consequences of a devastating diagnosis within the overall health communication context can make a significant contribution to our understanding of the process of cancer communication. Not only is the diagnosis of cancer life changing for the patient, but it also changes the dynamics of each relationship between the older adult who has cancer and those who will help to care for the cancer patient both in a formal institutional setting and at home. Our understanding of communication and aging for healthy as well as ill individuals can help us to better predict and explain the complexities of cancer communication.